
I N S I D E  T H I S  I S S U E :  

President’s Message 2 Barn Update 3 We Have A Fence 5 

Upcoming  Events 2 Volunteer News 4 Membership Update 7 

Scenes from our 15th Annual 

Autumn in Austerlitz 

A U S T E R L I T Z  H I S T O R I C A L  S O C I E T Y  

Fall 2011 Volume 23, Issue 4 

The Times 
of OLD AUSTERLITZ 



A  M e s s a g e  F r o m  T h e  P r e s i d e n t  

P a g e  2  T h e  T i m e s  

By the time you receive this, our two signature events for the summer and fall will have concluded and the cleaning up will have 

been done.   There will be a sigh of relief that the weather cooperated beautifully and things can slow down a bit.  Your Trustees 

will continue meeting and working on your behalf through the winter in our quarterly meetings and on the committee work they 

do.   Volunteers will be keeping things going inside the office in the Morey-Devereaux house.  

We have been receiving material from Town residents which is being cataloged upstairs in the 

library and we’re working on at least two public events to make some of this history available to 

the public.   Our buildings and grounds volunteers will be working outside to keep our lawns 

mowed and trimmed and our parking area plowed.  This past summer we found we needed to do 

some pest control on several buildings, including bats in the M-D house.  We’ve taken care of 

that by contracting with professionals and will continue their service to make sure our buildings 

are not threatened.  So folks will be keeping watch on that. 

 

Elsewhere in the newsletter you’ll see the progress we are making on the barn.  With the rain we 

have had this past season, it’s not clear when we can get it up and closed in, but it’s been 

fascinating to see it take shape.  You’ll note the new permanent fencing which now graces our 

entry.  There’s more about that in this issue, too. 

 

The message is–we’re all very busy and getting lots done.  Work doesn’t stop when the 

Blueberry Festival and Autumn in Austerlitz are done.  If you have some time and would like to 

be engaged in interesting activities with great people, give a call and leave a message.  If you’re 

not already, you can be one of our wonderful volunteers!  518-392-5771 or gcashen@fairpoint.net. 

By Gail Cashen 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

   Sunday December 4th: Holiday Sing/Community Social 

The annual AHS Holiday Sing will take place at 2:00 PM Sunday December 

4th at the Austerlitz Church on Route 22 in Austerlitz.  Come join your 

neighbors for holiday caroling and refreshments.  Door  prizes too! 

 In the event of inclement weather, we may be forced to cancel or 

move the location of the event.  We will make that decision by 10AM 

Sunday morning.  We will send out an email message as well as post 

an updated message on the voicemail at the Society office at 392-

0062.  If there is a concern, please check the message before heading 

out to the Church. 

   Sunday November 20th:  Genealogy Lecture with Gail Cashen  
Genealogy is more than just identifying one’s grandmothers and grandfathers and where they came from.  What really matters is the 

stories.  Sometimes there is no one in the family living to tell the stories, but some of that history can be learned from the cemeteries 

and the historical records.  Gail Cashen is an absolutely amateur genealogist who started with some photos of her mother’s family to 

identify and now spends rainy days and evenings looking into the genealogy of families of folks who live in the Town of Austerlitz.  

On November 20 she will share a few of the stories she has discovered and show you a bit about how she has learned them.  Do you 

know a Rundell or a Mesick or a Varney?  Have you ever heard of Timothy Woodbridge?  Come to hear the stories. 

 

Following the talk and demonstration, there will be a brief membership meeting to which all are invited and then we will enjoy some 

refreshments.  We’ll meet at 2:00 p.m. at the Harvey House on the grounds of Old Austerlitz. 
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If you have looked behind the Granary to the 
left of the Blacksmith Shop you'll see that the 
foundation sills and floor rafters have been 
put in place and the 2" hardwood sub floor 
for the barn floor has been installed.   
Because the floor beams and joists of the 
old barn had completely deteriorated when 
the barn was disassembled twelve years 
ago, they all had to be replaced. 
  
Jon Wilder and John Wilbur, our post and 
beam contract team, had to locate and cut 
down mighty tall and straight trees from 
which they could saw out 40' long 8' x 10" 
beams to place on the perimeter of the barn 

foundation that we had poured.  When they were in place, a network of supporting hand hewn mortise and 
tenon rafters were joined with the supporting beams to produce the support structure pictured below.  The 
tongue and groove 2" hemlock sub flooring was then installed to cover the floor framing.  The final barn floor 
will be 1" pine boards 16" to 24" wide which Jon has already in storage to be nailed to the sub-flooring with 
cut nails as one of the last parts of the work.  
  
Our original plan was to complete the foundation and floor for the barn in time to erect the main timber frame 
for the barn by the time of Autumn in Austerlitz weekend.  However the extremely wet summer and Hurricane 
Irene set our schedule back and we have now decided to delay the "Raising " of the barn until next spring.  In 
the meantime all the repairs of important structural beams requiring repair will be completed and missing 
beams will be replaced.  
  
The plan is to then place all of the materials now under cover alongside the foundation on the completed deck 
floor and build a secure support structure for tarps that will protect all the material over the winter.  Come 
spring a volunteer crew of experienced barn framers will come for a long weekend to help raise the main 
structural beams of the barn.   
  
We'll announce the date for that specific event so that all AHS volunteers and members can join in supporting 
that stage of the Morey-Devereaux Barn Raising project. Stay tuned! 

Progress Continues on  the Raising of the Morey-Devereaux Barn 

By Tony Cashen 
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Volunteer NewsVolunteer News  

The call for help was met with 77 volunteers 

for the various needs for this Autumn in Aus-

terlitz Fall Festival. It was a beautiful day 

and everyone seemed to enjoy their time in 

our wonderful Village. 

  

Parking needs were met by Roy Carney, Bill 

Case, Steve Hamilton, Stephen Hay, and 

Daniel Perlmutter.  The new fencing cer-

tainly made the area stand out as people ap-

proached Old Austerlitz Village. 

  

A welcome was given by admission gate 

representatives Gary Igleburger, Rebecca 

Greer, Libby Helpern and Thalia Cassuto.   A 

program bearing a map to help visitors locate 

specific activities as well as a decorative 

sticker to wear acknowledging payment of the entry fee was provided. 

  

Homemade soups and breads were ready in the Soup Kitchen served up by Pat Quinn, Annie Smith, Cindy Smith, Kristopher 

Leonard and a second Pat Quinn.  You will recognize this was a family effort. 

  

Food Court had chili, meatball grinders and beverages served under the able supervision of Mary Gerhardt, Madeline 

Gerhardt, Beverly Igleburger, Sandy Okonski, Barbara Smith, Sue Sperl, and Scotti Tomson . 

  

The Bakery was well supplied with sweets provided by our generous  members and local resident bakers.  Grace Silvernale, 

Harold Silvernale,  Harriet Barber, Emma Jensen and Mitzi Lobdell kept the service ready. 

  

Children’s Educational activities, a big attraction for hands on involvement in making butter and corn husk dolls as well as a 

time machine review were provided by Dorothy Bakker, Wendy Diskin, Lynne O’Connell, June Blake and Sandra 

Asmussen. Adults were as intrigued as the children. 

  

Games and a hay maze were busy activities organized by Elizabeth Tyski, Barbara Tyski and Stephanie Tyski. 

 

Chatham Central School students also earned some volunteer hours: Austin Kellogg, Madison Kellogg, Nicole Decker, Kaley 

Decker, Kaylee Discan, Danielle Swaney, Steven Whiteman, Alexis Newton, Dave Intrieri, Collin Anderson and Quentin 

Milroy.  Two children of the Austerlitz Greeley family assisted as well. Some students also helped with the apple press, sup-

plied by Tony Cashen, and with the distribution of bottles of water to vendors and maintenance of waste disposal units. Their 

help was most appreciated. Our hope is that they had a good time and will come again. 

  

Gale Stockman insured  that there was coffee for all the stations. 

  

Visitors to buildings were welcomed by Alice Corbin, Norma Edsall,  Karen Carney and Denise Dunne so that inquiries about 

the architecture, furnishing and uses could be answered well. 

  

Carl Quinn and Lisa Quinn saw to it that all the stations had sufficient funds for their activity. 

  

Membership Committee members Howard Reznikoff, Yvonne Davis, Charlotte Fennel and Dick Light supplied answers and 

materials about our society as they welcomed new members. 

 

Grounds setup and tear-down was accomplished by Roy Carney, Donna Peterson, Tom Murdock and Scott Quinn Jr. with 

help from the inmates of  the Hudson Correctional Facility.  
 

By Connie Mondel 

Continued on Page 6 
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We Have A Fence! 

We’ve been talking about some permanent fencing at Old Austerlitz for many years and it was 

time to make some decisions.  Michael Rebic did some historical research and all the members 

of the Buildings and Grounds Committee spent time reviewing the possibilities.   After consid-

erable research and discussion, it was decided to install two kinds of split rail fences–the type 

along Route 22 is often referred to as “snake fence” and the type along our driveway is called 

“post and rail.”  Notice that the rails themselves are different–blunt ends on the snake fence 

and tapered ends (to go into the posts) for the other. 

 

When the decision was made, Tony Cashen contacted Joe Ronsani of Claverack and the two of 

them split all the locust wood into rails–by hand, as they demonstrated at Autumn in Auster-

litz.  The wood was obtained from trees cut on Ronsani’s land, and split on the site.  You 

probably saw the piles of rails as they accumulated.  Then David Bolluyt joined the other two 

to assemble the fencing. 

 

The snake fence is exactly like the early farm fences in New England and New York, often 

constructed out of chestnut, which is no longer an available species.  As the men were digging 

the post holes by hand, several people came by and offered power tools to make the job easier.  

The problem is that Old Austerlitz is heavily populated by rocks, so all the holes had to be dug 

by hand–and with pre-split rails, it’s just not possible to move the hole to the left or the right to 

avoid the rocks.  They just had to be dug out.  So once a fence is installed, it tends to remain 

right there. 

 

Post and rail fences are quite common today, but snake fences are less so.  However, now that 

we have them, you’ll probably notice them more often.  At the Farmers Museum in Coopers-

town and at the Fenimore Art Museum across the road, there’s a lot of snake fence, looking 

very handsome.  There’s a stretch of it along Route 9 south of Ticonderoga though you don’t 

see it much any more.  Keep looking! 

Tony Cashen and Dave Bolluyt 

finishing the installation of the 

fencing 

By-laws Revision 
 

As part of the regular activity of your Board of Trustees, a small subcommittee has been working over the past year on a review and 

revision of the By-laws of the Society.  A proposed revision was reviewed and approved by the Trustees at the October meeting and 

will be presented to the membership at the meeting on November 20th.  A copy of the proposed version will be available on the 

website and paper copies of the current version and the proposed version will be available to members by calling the office at (518) 

392-0062.  If no substantive changes are deemed necessary, a vote will be taken at the membership meeting in February.  If you 

have questions, please contact the Chair of the Governance Review Committee Norma Edsall @ 392-5703 
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Continued from page 4 

The Quilt raffle found its owner once the raffle 

was announced.   Sue Gerstel and Libby 

Helpern made last minute raffle tickets available 

to buyers for the beautiful “Underground Rail-

road” quilt made and donated by Margie Quinn. 

 

Lydia Neissel makes possible the Silent Auction 

which is one of the highlights of the festival.  

There are always some unusual gifts that foster 

some serious bids.  All proceeds go to the soci-

ety from every avenue at the festival and the 

support is appreciated.  Lydia, too, had family 

help during the day. 

 

Town Crier role was filled by Joseph Mondel so 

that no one would miss the last time to bid for 

silent auction items or the children’s parade or  

herding of the ducks, etc. 

 

Gift Shop visitors had the help of Kate Gulliver, Catherine Miller, Betsy Braley, Irene Ansmann, Barbara Willner, 

Constance Mondel and Christine Rasmussen. 

 

The Austerlitz Firehouse is a welcome 

presence at this festival and is mutually 

beneficial to both groups.  Their participa-

tion helps them to be better known, as well 

as their plans for a new firehouse. That 

participation provides the visitors with 

some good food cheerfully prepared by 

members of the fire company from Auster-

litz and is of benefit, thereby, to the visitors 

and to the Austerlitz Historical Society. 

 

 

The hard work of the Autumn in Austerlitz  

Planners,  Donna Peterson, Marlene  

Murdock, Carl Quinn, Gale Stockman, Pat 

Quinn and Elizabeth Tyski insured a well 

organized and successful fall event. 

 

 

An expression of appreciation for the generosity of our volunteers was celebrated with a delicious 

luncheon prepared by Jonathan Davis and Hal Veerkamp of Spencertown on October 16th.   While not all the 

volunteers can be present when these dates are made our thanks is meant to reach as far and wide as are their 

addresses and the extent of their good deeds for us. Our volunteers are a real treasure! 



P a g e  7  V o l u m e  2 3 ,  I s s u e  4  

MEMBERSHIP UPDATE 

The following list reflect renewals and new memberships received since the last 

 newsletter of  Summer 2011. This is not a full membership list. A H S  M E M B E R S H I P  

C U T  T H I S  O U T   

A N D  S H A R E  I T  

W I T H  A  F R I E N D !  

Yes, I want to help preserve the past and become 
a member of the Austerlitz Historical Society. 
  

     ______New       or      ______Renewal 
 

Membership levels are: 
Individual: $15.00_______________________ 
Family/Household: $25.00________________ 
Contributing/Business: $50.00_____________ 
Supporting:  $100.00____________________ 
Sustaining:  $250.00____________________ 
Life:  $750.00__________________________ 
 
Please check which level you would like to join at 
and mail your check or money order payable to 
the Austerlitz Historical Society to P.O. Box 
144, Austerlitz, NY 12017 with this clip-out. 
 

Name(s)___________________________ 
 
Mailing Address_____________________ 
 
__________________________________ 
 
City:______________________________ 
 
State:___________  Zip Code:_________ 
_ 
E-mail:____________________________ 
 
Phone:____________________________ 
 
    

The Austerlitz Historical Society is a  
501(c)3 Non-Profit Organization.  

AUSTERLITZ HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

MISSION STATEMENT 

 

 

 

 
 

INDIVIDUALS 

 To establish and maintain a growing museum site; Old Austerlitz Village. 

 To provide information and educational  programs for the benefit of the pub-

lic. 

 To collect and preserve artifacts dealing with the life and history of the Town 

of Austerlitz. 

 To stimulate, in our citizens, a keener interest in our town and appreciation of 

our heritage. 

FAMILY/HOUSEHOLD 

CONTRIBUTING/BUSINESS 

Austerlitz Plumbing & Heating, Inc. 

Denise D'Agostino & J.Scarnecchia 

Peter C O'Dea  

SUPPORTING 

IN MEMORIAM 

Jack 
Quinn 

member since 

1988 and 

husband of 

member 

Margy Quinn 

SUSTAINING 

Robert Tirschwell & Family  

Jane Baker 

Ms. Dorothy Bakker 

Norman Black 

William Case 

Sylvia J Feinman 

Mary E Harding 

Richard Hogle 

Edwin A Kinne 

Cheryl LeFever 

Moira O'Grady 

Francine Tarnowsky 

Nancy Van Deren 

Thomas J Watton 

Arline Wood 

    

 

FAMILY/HOUSEHOLD (con’t) 

Charles & Deborah Adelman 

James G Croghan & Louis R 
Hedgecock 

Sharon Kaufman 

Eric Spiegel & Henry Taliaferro 

Rose Barer & John Lach 

Anthony & Cheryl Breu 

Peter Epstein & Polly Davis 

Gordon Forbes & Daniel 
Handley 

D. Franck & M.A. Davis 

John Frank 

John & Joan Gampert 

John and Mary Grayzel 

Simon Jutras & Hector Binikos 

Nancy Jane Kern & Ellen Scott 

Robb J Kovach & Steven M 
Casillas 

John Lieber & Amy Glosser 

Rob & Michelle Lagonia 

Jim & Mary Mannion 

Enid Moore & Joshua Schonhaut   

John & Sue Porritt 

Venetia Reece & Mary Neufeld   

Cheryl Roberts 

David Rose 

Blanche & Len Siegel 

Dr. Martin T & Ellen Stern 

D. Strandquest & M. Fisher 

Patti and Larry Unger 

Richard & Elizabeth Williams  



PO Box 144 

Austerlitz, NY 12017 

 

Phone:  518-392-0062 

Email:  oldausterlitz@fairpoint.net 

Web:  www.oldausterlitz.org 

Facebook:  Austerlitz Historical Society 

Austerlitz Historical Society 
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