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ISSUE: The Back Story Framing the Formation of the Town of Austerlitz

By Sally Light
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AUTUMN IN AUSTERLITZ SETS NEW RECORDS

_—

The 13th annualhutumn in Austerlitfestival held on October
10th was a record breaking success. Adult admissions set a new
record at 754 with an additional 220 children attending. Gross
receipts also increased by 32 percent.

The festival was particularly i
dren were quite popular and included pumpkin painting, butter
churning, corn husk doll making, and a variety of games with
prizes. The newHay Mazesponsored byRon Davis and the
Hudson River Tractor Company was a kid favorite.

Pat Quinn supervised the Soup Kitchen again this year assisted
by family members. The Soup Kitchen served approximately 260
people thisd also a record. That comes to more than 70 quarts

See AUTUMN on page 2




Page 2 The Times

A Message From The President

By Gail Cashen

As a member, have you attended any of our wonderful Quarterly Meetings or special pro-

grams? Perhaps you were at the June, 1990, meeting \Elnieionald Fisher talked about
the fiGeol ogy of t [©Oemage you warenvdth usgn Fébruara of 2000

whenTheodore Hilschert al ked about fEaNd?PidyomenjoyPamela Bar
Strousd&s on ATHEehivey WOmdmo i n | Moee mheecre n
been reading through a | ist of the progr ams

itds an i mpressive |list, indeed.

Everyone knows about thBlueberry Festivaland Autumn in Austerlitz our signature
events. We attract hundreds of folks to these entertainme®tsnetimes, however, our educa-

enjoy any of the three examples | listed abdve j ust wasnét paying

speakers have passed on.

A major part of our mission is educationaDur Education Committee is working diligently
to engage children in our hist@ynote the buttemaking and corn husk doll making opportu-
nities which were a huge hit Autumn in AusterlitzWe 6 | | keep working
tional events for our younger populatiodMeanwhile, keep an eye on yowmail and this

tional programs happen with only a small attendarat a shamel have to admi:

regret that now.l think we should repeat some of the programs, although | notice some of our

newsletter for information about our Quarterly Meetings, where we bring interesting experts to

offer programs on the history and culture of this ar@&le keep the business side of the pro-
gram to a minimum.)So do come along and bring your friendehe next program will be a
talk by Karl Gabosh on how to get started in beekeepindiope to see you there!

UPCOMING EVENTS

NOVEMBER 21st: AHS QUARTERLY MEETING

The next AHS Quarterly Meeting will take place at 2:00 PM in the Harvey House at Old Austerlitz Village. The guest
speaker will be Karl Gabosh who will discuss beekeeping in thisdare® are anticipating quite a buzz!

DECEMBER 5th: AHS HOLIDAY SING & VOLUNTEER APPRECIATION

The annual AHS Holiday Sing will take place at 2:00 PM at the Spencertown Academy located on Route 203 in
Spencertown. A special educational event for children will be held from 1PM to 2PM. Come join your neighbors for
holiday caroling and refreshments followed by a celebration of our volunteers which will start at 5:00 PM.

—_—)

—_—)

AUTUMN, continued from front page

of soup and 18 loaves of bread, all promore than 18,000 shee@anda Halten frey Harris, Bershire Homestyle Maga-
vided by volunteers. also exhibited her heirloom chickens andzine, Barbara and Robert Willner,
Ice cream was also a big seller withsheep from her farm in Canaan, NY. Luise and Robert Kleinberg, Denise
over 200 sundaes, topped with hot fudge The Silent Auctionraised over $1500 and John Dunne, Hudson River Trac-
and warm apples, served. from items donated by local merchantstor Company, Richard C. Mugler Co.,
Entertainment was provided throughoutAHS members, and friends of the Soci-William and June Simons, Constance
the day by the folk banAmpersandand et y . A 192006s ant i gnddoseghuMohdel, Edvang Alice ILeao
by Fi ddl er.o6Esic Johosorrand fled and was won byarbara Willner,  son, Sue Mugler, Robert Herron, Rich-
Wild Goose Chasedemonstrated dog of Chatham, NY. ard Light, Norma Edsall, Alice Corbin,
herding with border collies, showing how Underwriters for the event included: Joan M. Smyth, Gabel Real Estate, and
sheep would have been herded back ifechnology 4 All, Inc., Russell and Palmer Westover.
the 180006s when Aukytdi® Keisself MichaehRebichandlef- t o
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THE FORMATION OF AUS

DEED, continued from front page
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Robert Noble and otherslying The fil ot so r ef er rireNew Yook foaming the bass oo whichn t e r
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bridge being Six miles and piece of property by chance, such as pickakeover in 1664.
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; ce.

gftzm/z/ M & £/ f" /u" ?Later spelled Mohican. Not to be confused with the Mohe-
rﬁé,t fc. Genilizr gan Indians of different origins from Connecticut. (By apply-

P ;q%@ J/ﬁ 17@1%/ ‘/@z’?(?/ﬁ/‘ ing the Mohegan sachem name Uncas to his Mohican chief,

James Fenimore Cooper forever confused Mohicans with
R Eay Mohegans.)
3A quitclaim deed passes the title interest on without a guar-

.. . . t ty of . (BlaBK, k 0 L Di
deed originated in Massachusetts ancame surveyed physical plots and coulfy 1oss pasisy o B ackos Law bic

since the watershed of the principal creeke sold by the owner. ASlpelledl' pex? at the end of the deed. (See explanation
(the future Green River) drained easterly In addition to the speculators, theré’eDﬂf,V,;)The Mohican World 168075 p. 362.

into the largest delta on that boundary ofvere, of course, families among thé Spelled Ptlaphuchnctl;?wok at the end offth? deed. Until

H HA H ani e We sterods e orts to reg.i
New York, the Connecticut families be-grantees who did move and build house§ 0! emphasis on establishing universal literacy via public
lieved that they were moving to the uninin order to decide who the speculatorschools in order to read the Bible, a generally casual attitude
habited westernmost region of Massachwere and who actually emigrated, a fuIP“L‘;‘J’ﬁr':eg concerning consistent spelings.
setts. title search should be completed. Thoserhis woodbridge was a predecessor of Rev. Timothy

odbridge of Austerlitz fame.
The grantees ( A p mostclikely doeleaseosputh oehtral Cd’“éﬂampden County was formed in 1812. Prior to that year

land paid 230£ New York CurrendyOf necticut left knowing that relatives, deed records were recorded at the town level, in this case in

the 75 grantees, the first 54 grantees reeighbors, and friends would soon J0|rﬁ\%ﬁgg‘;‘Sot(l'rfgﬂfl;’r‘]glfﬁ;%S‘igggﬁzﬁvﬂgﬁ‘;“&aﬁly

ceived 168 part of the tract. The remain-them. what and how it was written including punctuation and
ing 21 received 132 part. On the two ~ They were from the Haddam/Eastz:gLfr'; or the lack thereof, the fatter common in evéh 19

lists, twelve Spencers outnumber anydaddam area and farther south along th@efore the Revolution each colony created its own metal

other surnames thus insuring the name @onnecticut River near Long Islandcoins. The types and values of the metals used, as well as the
. kg ft h going wages, varied from colony to colony. Massachusetts
the future settlement. Sound in Saybrook: Often they were gadesmen complained that the New Yorkers received higher

Not all of the 75 grantees necessarilyelated by marriage. Most of them Were!?ayment for their services and that Massachusetts currency
as not valued as high as New Y
paid for a piece of property in order tdrom Congregational churches. There ar@at although the deed was written in Massachusetts, the

emigrate. Then, like now, ordinary indi-many records of their marriages in theseutr rency used was New Yorkos pai
viduals as nonprofessional land speculdewns™ A name study should be COM-1E1:: was one of the most common furadsing methods,
tors purchased a fractional proportiopleted to ascertain the relationships. whetﬂer Ith be for the prized churchh pew as a means of fund-
g church repairs or servmg in the military draft when
intending to resell it to someone who In Massachusetts the vehicle througﬁ;wtlngsoldlers by offering a premium did not produce
wanted to move to the new location. Owhich these families established legalolunteers.
*BarberConnecti cut Hi stl&6.i cal Col |
family circumstances changed in the injurisdiction for governance predated theFleld A History of the Towns of Haddam and East Haddam,
terim between purchasing a share anestablishment of a town. In other WOI’dSJ,814
pulling up stakes, such as the death ofthe variations in the ethnic origins be- Bailey.Early Connecticut Marriageseprint 1968.

parent. Depending on its attributes, eadween New England, particularly Massa-
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Volunteer News

The Austerlitz Historical Society is an organization thatown and neighbors. Other volunteers, who are second ho
depends on the spirit of volunteerism. Board members amdvners, often delay their return to the city to serve becau
officers are volunteers. Committee chairpersons and commitiey view the event as a community service worthy d
tee members are volunteefheir service is absolutely in- needed support. That is special.
valuable. And then there are the volunteers who are the
underpinning of almost every Society program produced ttf you have a desire to know more about the society and
engage the public and fulfill our mission to make historywarious speakers, workshops, and ev@ms join us. Read
known and appreciated. It can be said of them afseir  the newsletter, access the website and do get in touch if yf

By Connie Mondel

service is absolutely invaluable would like to volunteer. The assignments are varied, the time

slots manageable, the company good.
Press releases after tBdueberry Festivalnote there were

120 volunteers. Add to that at least 30 bakers of the blud-have a suggestion, learn our history and become a docg

berry treats, to supply the bakery table, who may never lweho can share information on the buildings, our collection
seen. The same is true of thatumn in Austerlitfall festi-  of artifacts and furnishings, and give guided tours to our vig
val. At least 65 may be on the scene, another 30 will havers; or one can learn about the gift shop, a place where
baked sweets, bread or made the delicious homemade sowgept lovely donations to be sold at events (which hel
a noted staple of the event. support our programs), get creative in the displays, ass
with the pricing. If you have a sales background or just
A particular uplifting aspect of the volunteer scene this yedtnack for either activity, please join us and call the society
was having several new volunteers join in, some were ne(®18) 392-0062.
residents who found this to be a way of getting to know the

VOLUNTEER APPRECIATION GATHERING

Our volunteers deserve a huge vote of thanks.
A special occasion for us to express our thanks will take place on Dec 5" at
the Spencertown Academy, Route 203 in Spencertown.
Do join us for wine and hors dobo
Volunteer Appreciation Gathering.

This gathering will follow the Holiday Sing at the Academy, which begins at
2pm. You are cordially invited to join us at 2pm for a pleasant
introduction to the holiday spirit.
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What Is It?

This item is from the AHS collections. It is constructed from tin with a wooden
handle, circa 1820. Is it:
a.) Afootwarmer & coalis placed inside, the handle is used to turn
the coals and increase heat?
b.) A coffee bean roaster & beans are placed inside and roasted
over a fire?
c.) Ameat grinder 8 meatis placed inside, the handle turns the
blades which in-turn minces the meat?

See bottom of page 7 for the correct answer.
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Autumn in Austerlitz




