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Portrait of Paulina Dorr of Chatham Center by 

Ammi Phillips (Abby Aldrich  Rockefeller Museum) 

cally-trained artists who had studied in 

Europe, and they painted in a naïve and 

uniquely American style. Their offerings 

included signs, portraits, and murals, as 

well as the decoration of carriages, fire 

buckets, furniture and the stenciling of 

interiors. 

McKeeby presented numerous slides of 

works by well-known limners such as 

Ammi Phillips, Edward Hicks, and Rufus 

Porter. Many of the artists travelled 

through the Hudson Valley and the speaker 

included a number of local examplesð 

among them the well-know painting of 

The Austerlitz Historical Societyôs Odd 

Saturdays series sponsored a presentation 

by artist Matthew McKeeby on April 17th. 

Mr. McKeeby, known as the ñThe Berlin 

Limner,ò is a gifted artist and speaker and 

he fascinated the audience with his passion 

for early American folk art.  

As McKeeby explained at the well at-

tended session, the word limner literally 

means ñpainter or illustrator.ò In the 18th 

and 19th centuries, limners were travelling 

artists who painted portraits as well as 

more mundane items. Such artists were 

generally self-taught, unlike the academi-

See LIMNER on page 2 

On Sunday, May 23rd, the Aus-

terlitz Historical Society dedi-

cated the Robert Engel Black-

smith Shop and recognized the 

work of six society members by 

naming four rooms in the Morey-

Devereaux House in their honor; 

the Alice Corbin Old Kitchen , 

the Norma Edsall Catering 

Kitchen, the Constance and Jo-

seph Mondel Dining Room and 

the Karen and Royson Carney 

Library and Research Center. 

President Ron Lenney opened 

the ceremony by recounting the 

great progress the society has 

made over the past years and by 

thanking each of the honorees for 

their commitment and dedication 

to the society. The President also 

welcomed Geraldine Hankle to 

the ceremony. Mrs. Hankleôs hus-

A VISIT FROM THE LIMNER 
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From left, Alice Corbin, Roy and Karen Carney, Norma Edsall, Connie and Joe 

Mondel, and Robert Engel See DEDICATION on page 3 



which were particularly striking. Their 

simplicity of line and stark backgrounds 

seemed oddly modern and quite beautiful. 

McKeeby, a resident of Berlin, NY, 

teaches English and Theater at Averill 

Park High School. Like his artistic for-

bearers, he is a self-taught artist and has 

been produc-

ing original 

and reproduc-

tion paintings 

i n  t h e 

ñlimnerò style 

for over 20 

years. During 

the presenta-

tion he shared 

photographs 

of his 19th 

c e n t u r y  

house in Ber-

lin that he 

and his wife 

have been 

restoring and  

the transfor-

mation has 

been stunning. McKeeby decorated the 

entry with a multi-walled mural in the 

style of Rufus Porter featuring a painted 

scene depicting a mill that had once stood 

next to a nearby stream.  The McKeeby 

dining room is painted yellow-ochre to 

which he has applied historically-based 

stenciling. The effect enhances the early 

American furniture that he and his wife 

have acquired and somehow seems to 

bring the furniture into sharp focus. 

Mr. McKeeby exhibits and sells his paint-

ings and accepts commissions for portrai-

ture as well as stenciling. For more infor-

mation, visit his website at 

www.berlinlimner.com. 

 

A special thank you is due to Barbara 

Willner  for ñfindingò Mr. McKeeby and 

arranging the presentation. Another thank 

you to Connie Mondel and Ms. Willner 

for providing the refreshments. Itôs never 

a success without a good cup of coffee 

and one (or two) of Barbara Willnerôs 

brownies! 

ñSalting the Sheepò depicting the Pratt 

family currently in the collection of the 

Columbia County Historical Society and 

a stunning collection of seven portraits 

(currently dispersed among several insti-

tutions) of the Dorr family of Chatham 

Center (Ammi Phillips, circa 1814-1815) 

Matthew McKeeby presentation at the Harvey House 
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been renamed the Public Relations Com-

mittee with an expanded group of volun-

teers. They will promote the Society 

through news releases and articles in 

local publications. 

Their efforts have 

already brought re-

sults. 

We have talked about 

archives. The process 

will start on the sec-

ond floor of the 

Morey-Deve reaux 

House where a com-

puter station and files will be installed. 

There is also the óarchive roomô which 

has already been prepared for preserving 

documents, books and records with air 

conditioning and humidity control. 
Our annual election of Trustees will take 

place at the membership meeting in Au-

gust but the preparation begins with the 

This has been a busy spring season for 

our Society. The lecture on Folk Art in 

the Harvey House followed by the Pot 

Luck Supper  were both successful.  An-

tique Appraisal Day took place on May 

16th and it was interesting to note how 

many new faces and non-members at-

tended. Dedication and Recognition Day 

was a wonderful day allowing us to for-

mally thank some long-term members for 

their invaluable service to the Society. 

Yet to come is a cooking and preserving 

demonstration in the Morey-Devereaux 

kitchen in June. Then we prepare for the 

Blueberry Festival on July 25th. Finally, a 

well deserved rest for our volunteers be-

fore Autumn in Austerlitz on October 

10th. 

These are events that are known to the 

membership and the public but there are 

other happenings that take place in the 

background. The Publicity Committee has 

Nominating Committee report at the end 

of this month. A strong effort has been 

made to bring new Trustees to the Board 

as we expand the scope of the Society. 

The proposed 

barn has been 

discussed at both 

Trustee and 

M e m b e r s h i p 

meetings and 

has not been 

forgotten as we 

define all the 

possible uses 

and then proceed with the search. 

There is more in the planning stage but 

that is enough for today except to say 

thanks to those members who responded 

to the request for donations to the Rainy 

Day Fund. Everyone have a great summer 

and keep in mind that if each of you bring 

in one new member you will be 

ñPreserving our Futureò. 
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Buildings and Grounds Committee. 

Ceremony attendees toured the Black-

smith Shop and new acquisitions were on 

display in the Morey-Devereaux House. 

Many visitors commented on the great 

progress made to the interiors of the 

house by the addition of the new items. 

 

model school for children with Dys-

lexiaðwhere she served as the Executive 

Director for 18 years. Additionally, Ms. 

Bakker has taught at the Graduate School 

of Empire State College and has served 

as a pastoral associate within the Albany 

Catholic Diocese. 

Ms. Bakker said, ñEducation has been my 

lifeôs work so it seemed that I may have 

some skills that could be of help and I am 

most excited about the incredible oppor-

tunity we have to create dynamic learning 

experiences, given the grounds, buildings 

and the many knowledgeable, gifted and 

talented people who live in this area.ò 

Ms. Bakker moved to Blueberry Lane, in 

Austerlitz, four years ago after 30 years 

in Albany.  ñ Most of my friends call it 

my sanctuaryðwhich it truly is,ò she 

said. 

Current committee members include 

Austerlitz His-

torical Society  

President Ron 

Lenney an-

nounced the 

appointment of 

Dorothy Bak-

ker as the Chair 

of the new Edu-

cation Planning 

Committee. The 

committee will 

plan and coordinate expanded educational 

programs at the Society. 

Ms. Bakker comes to the post with an 

impressive background in the field of 

education. She has worked as a special 

education teacher in public schools, resi-

dential treatment facilities, and BOCES. 

She is co-founder of The Hartland 

Schoolða federally and state funded 

June Blake, Gail Cashen, and Wendy 

Diskin. The committeeôs first task is to 

develop general goals and objectives to 

present to the Board of Trustees for ap-

proval, after which they will seek addi-

tional sub-committee members to work 

on specific programs and events. 

ñProjects and activities will be guided by 

the New York State Learning Standards,ò 

Ms. Bakker indicated, ñand be active, 

hands-on, and multi-sensory so the his-

tory of the area becomes alive to both  

young and old who participateðshowing 

that learning is a shared experience and 

one that is as alive today as it was hun-

dreds of years ago!ò 

 

If you would like to participate in the 

committee activities, you may contact 

Dorothy Bakker at:  

dbakker7@hotmail.com  

Dedication & Recognition Day  

Dorothy Bakker Appointed To New Education 
Planning Committee  
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band had grown-up in the Morey-

Devereaux House when it was origi-

nally located in Nassau, NY. Ron Len-

ney then introduced past President 

Barbara Willner who elaborated on 

the contributions each honoree had 

made; Robert Engel for promoting his 

love of history by sharing his black-

smithing knowledge and skills with the 

Society, Alice Corbin for contribu-

tions to the Societyôs restoration of the 

Morey-Devereaux House and historical 

artifact collection, Norma Edsall for 

her contributions including eleven 

years service as the Societyôs first 

Treasurer and eight years as a member 

of the Board of Trustees, Connie and 

Joe Mondel for their many years of 

volunteer service ð Connie has also 

served as past President and currently 

as Secretary, Karen Carney for her 

ongoing service as the Library and Ar-

chives Chair, and Roy Carney for his 

extensive work on the Societyôs buildings 

and grounds ð Roy has also served as 

Vice President and President of the Soci-

ety and is currently the Chairman of the 

Dedication and Recognition Day Ceremony  at Old Austerlitz 

DEDICATION, continued from front page 


