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The 2011 Blueberry Festival 

set an attendance record. We 

had 2,041 adult admissions! 

Hundreds of children at-

tended for free and enjoyed 

the animals provided by 

Wanda Halten, The Birds of 

Prey demonstration by Bill 

Robinson and the zany enter-

tainment of Roger the Jester.   

The crafters and artisans had 

a wide variety of hand-

crafted items on display for 

visitors to choose from.  The 

AHS Gift Shop was filled to 

capacity throughout the day 

as visitors shopped for bargains.  We 

couldnôt have asked for more perfect 

weather with sunny blue skies through-

out the day.  And we certainly canôt 

thank the volunteers enough that helped 

before, during and after the event; more 

than 130 of them! Thank you to everyone 

that came.  We hope you enjoyed your 

visit as much as we enjoyed having you.   

 

Here are some other interesting statistics 

you may like to know about: 

¶ 915 people for pancakes  (800 adults 

and 115 kids) That's nearly 3000 

pancakes! 

¶ More than 125 blueberry pies 

¶ 40 half-gallons of blue-

berry ice cream and several 

more half-gallons of vanilla 

ice cream 

¶ 40 gallons of orange juice 

¶ More than 600 cups of 

coffee 

¶ 10 gallons of ice tea 

¶ 10 gallons of lemonade 

 

The Blueberry Festival is our 

largest fundraiser of the year. 

We still have many out-

standing bills to pay like tent 

rentals, portable toilets, baking supplies, 

blueberries and all of the fabulous entertain-

ers that performed.  The funds raised at our 

Blueberry Festival are needed to cover just 

HALF of our annual operating expenses with 

the remaining funds coming from donations, 

Autumn in Austerlitz and Membership dues. 

 

Thank you to the following participants in 

Blueberry Festival 2011.   

 

2011 Artisans and Craftspeople 

 

Salt and Stone Pottery Co., Stenciling by 

Michele, Bonnie White Folk Art,  Justamere 

Tree Farm,  Shaari Horowitz Hand Painted 

and Gilded Wood Bowls,  Shaker Wood 



A  M e s s a g e  F r o m  T h e  P r e s i d e n t  

P a g e  2  T h e  T i m e s  

At our July meeting, I told the Trustees about the work of the Local History Collaborative, the name we use for the 

gathering of 18 preservation groups in Columbia County who have been meeting to share interests and to promote 

each other.  The Collaborative is the result of an afternoon meeting in May at the Roe Jan Community Library 

hosted by the Austerlitz Historical Society where we realized we are mostly working 

independently and would benefit from regular communication among the organizations.  

Following that initial meeting, representatives have convened at the Vanderpoel House 

in Kinderhook to select a name and discuss our purpose, at the Robert Jenkins House in 

Hudson to talk with a professional about insurance issues, and at the Roe Jan Historical 

Society in Copake Lake to work on a driving map of historic sites in Columbia County. 

 

Under the leadership of Ann-Eliza Lewis, Executive Director of the Columbia County 

Historical Society, and Annie Cooper of the CC Office of Tourism, we hope to create, 

by next April, a map of some 20-30 historic sites in the county, with driving directions 

and a short descriptive paragraph for each.  These are to be sites visible from a public 

road and might include buildings open to the public, private homes which are not, or 

even groups of interesting buildings dating to a particular era.  Each of our Collabora-

tive member organizations has two responsibilitiesïfirst, to nominate 3-5 sites from its 

area for consideration and, second, to help with raising the $10,000 we will need to pub-

lish the map with many, many copies.  We are developing guidelines for inclusion and a small committee will make 

the selections based on the attractiveness of the site to tourists and to people interested in the history of the area.  We 

expect to have a lot more nominees than we can accommodate because we are an area so rich in history.  (Perhaps 

weôll have to do another map in the future!) 

 

Each of the Collaborative member groups is asked to do what it can to provide the funds by November 15, 2011.  

Lebanon Valley HS has already received some commitments from businesses in that area, although there will be no 

advertising on the map.  We will probably be asking each of our AHS members to consider making a donation 

through a designated site on the secure CCHS website or to send in a check.  We hope we can count on you to help.   

Please be watching the AHS website or contacting a Trustee as we move forwardïweôll have details soon.  Mean-

while, think about what buildings or areas you think we might nominate and let us know.  In the long run, we expect 

that such a map will significantly increase the profile of historic preservation in the county.  Weôre even talking 

about developing it into an smartphone or i-Pad app in the future. 

 

If you use Facebook, you can go to the Collaborativeôs site by going to www.facebook.com and then clicking on 

ñCollaborativeò in the Search box.  Weôre moving into the modern age!  Iôd be very pleased to have you contact me 

to chat about thisï518 392-5771 or gcashen@fairpoint.net. 

By Gail Cashen 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

Î    October 9th:  15th ANNUAL AUTUMN IN AUSTERLITZ   11am to 4pm 
The event features volunteers dressed in early 1830ôs costumes, antiques, live music and entertainment for children, many different 

vendors and a variety of hot and cold foods to satisfy your hunger.  RAIN OR SHINE 

Î   August:  FOOD PRESERVATION WORKSHOP  -  Saturday August 20th  
Learn to store those summer vegetables for the long winter to come! Saturday, August 20 from 9:30 to 11 am at Old Austerlitz 

Village.  The fee is $15 per person.  To register, call  (518) 392-0062.  If you have to leave a message, be sure to include your  phone 

number and email address for a response. 

Î   August:  Annual Membership Meeting and Election of Trustees  -  August 21st 
Native Landscape:  Introduction to the Rare and Endangered Plants of the Berkshire Taconic Region  - Our speaker, Wanda 

Halten, is Owner and Educator of WANDAK FARM SERVICES.  Following Wandaôs presentation we will have a brief business 

meeting and election of Trustees followed by light refreshments.  All are welcome.  August 21st, 2PM at the Old Austerlitz Church 



son Birds of Prey and Childrenôs 

Farm Experience with Wanda 

Halten. 

 

Non-Profit Displays 

 

Cornell Cooperative Extension 

Master Gardeners, Millay at  

Steepletop and  Hawthorne Valley 

Association 

 

2011 Blueberry Placemat 

Advertisers 

 

J&C Antiques, Nancy & George 

Guadiane, Estate Buyers, East 

Chatham Wines & Spirits, Aus-

terlitz Plumbing & Heating, 

Madsen Overhead Doors, Chat-

ham Wine & Liquor, Al Silver-

nale Carpentry, VanAlstyne Bros. 

Painting, Gabel Real Estate, Shed 

Man Inc., Johnnie Walker Insur-

ance, John Porritt, Davistudio, 

Vantagepoint Realty and Haw-

thorne Valley Association 
 

A special 'Thank You' to the 

2011 Underwriters that helped 

make this event a financial success.  

Their generosity is greatly 

appreciated! 

 
2011 Underwriters 

 

Gerald & Mary DeBona, Norma Ed-

sall, Alice Corbin, Sue Alsop 

Mugler, Rebecca Greer, Lawrence 

Greitzer & Valerie Curry, MDs, 

Kleeber Insurance Services, Bill & 

Scotti Tomson, The Lofgren Agency,  

Berkshire Homestyle Magazine, The 

Beacon Cinema - Pittsfield MA, The 

Triplex Theater - Great Barrington 

MA, Robert & Barbara Willner, 

Robert Herron, Elizabeth Rundell, 

Robert  & Luise Kleinberg, 

Herrington's, Kinderhook Bank, 

Metz Wood Harder Insurance, Chat-

ham Wine & Liquor, Constance & 

Joseph Mondel, Barbara Gaines & 

Aari Ludvigsen, Columbia County 

Tourism, Lynne O'Connell, Lowell 

& Jan Steinbrenner, Countryside 

Dental - Dr. Riccobono, Louis 

Hedgecock & Jerry Croghan, John & 

Denise Dunne & Lynne Haydn. 
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Turnings and Shaker Doll Reproduc-

tions, Pioneer Weave, Woven Together, 

Diane Louise Paul Handcrafted Leather 

& Repair , Rag Hill Farm, Naturally 

Inspired, Walt Fleming The 19th Cen-

tury Tinsmith, Polichinelle, Scheren-

schnitte, Brendan Murphy, Windsor 

Chairs, The Honeybee Press,  Sue 

Anderson, Concord Farm Studio and 

Stephen Earp Redware. 

 

2011 Antique & Art Exhibitors 

Steven Tiger Antiques, J&C Antiques, 

Trudi Roth, Watercolors by William 

Holland and Steve Fales 

 

2011 Vendors 

Ballston Spa Apiaries, Beth's Farm 

Kitchen,  Robbie's Cookies (For Adults) 

LLC,  Saratoga Peanut Butter Company, 

Shepherd's Garden, and Aleebird. 
 

2011 Entertainment 

 

Cathy Grier - aka NYCSubwayGirl,  

Ampersand, Berkshire Ramblers, Roger 

the Jester,  Gary Green and Enrico 

Scull, Moonshine Holler, Brian Robin-

FESTIVAL, continued from front page 

GET WELL WISHES  
 

Ron Lenney, past AHS President, 

is recuperating at Mass. General 

Hospital in Boston after having 

surgery to replace his left pelvic 

hip quadrant due to cancer.  He 

will need to stay in Boston for 

several more weeks to begin his 

recovery and healing process.  Our 

thoughts go out to Ron and his 

wife Leah during this time of 

healing and recovery.  Things look 

positive right now and we hope 

Ronôs recovery continues so that 

he can be back at home soon. 



All photos 

by 

Jeff Harris 
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Scenes from the Blueberry Festival  


